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Synopsis

A challenging new look at the great thinkers whose ides have shaped our civilizationFrom Socrates
to Sartre presents a rousing and readable introduction to the lives, and times of the great
philosophers. This thought-provoking book takes us from the inception of Western society in
PlatoA¢a -4,¢s Athens to today when the commanding power of Marxism has captured one third of
the world. T. Z. Lavine, Elton Professor of Philosophy at George Washington University, makes
philosophy come alive with astonishing clarity to give us a deeper, more meaningful understanding
of ourselves and our times.From Socrates to Sartre discusses Western philosophers in terms of the
historical and intellectual environment which influenced them, and it connects their lasting ideas to
the public and private choices we face in America today.From Socrates to Sartre formed the basis

of from the PBS television series of the same name.

Book Information

Paperback: 448 pages

Publisher: Bantam; unknown edition (February 1, 1985)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0553251619

ISBN-13: 978-0553251616

Product Dimensions: 4.2 x 1 x 6.9 inches

Shipping Weight: 8 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.4 out of 5 stars 67 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #19,012 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #44 inA A Books > Politics & Social
Sciences > Philosophy > History & Surveys #46 inA A Books > Politics & Social Sciences >
Philosophy > Political #58 inA A Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Philosophy > Greek &

Roman

Customer Reviews

"From Socrates To Satre presents a rousing and readable introduction to the lives, and times of the
great philosophers. This thought-provoking book takes us from the inception of Western society
Plato’s Athens to today when the commanding power of Marxism has captured one third of the
world. T.Z. Lavine, Elton Professor of Philosophy at George Washington University, makes
philosophy come alive with astonishing clarity to give us a deeper, more meaningful understanding
of ourselves and our times. "From Socrates To Satire discusses Western philosophers in terms of

the historical and intellectual environment which influenced them, and it connects their lasting ideas



to the public and private choices we face in America today "From Socrates To Satre formed the

basis for the PBS television series of the same name.

T.Z. Lavine is currently Elton Professor of Philosophy at George Washington University. Professor
Lavine received a Ph.D. from Harvard University and has received, among other awards, the Josiah
Royce Fellow in Philosophy and a research fellowship in philosophy (Harvard). The author of
numerous articles and books, Professor Lavine wrote and presented From Socrates to Sartre as a
television series for the Maryland Center for Public Broadcasting, a series which is now included in

the curriculum of the National University Consortium.

Helped me understand philosophy, and | received an A for the class. Very easy to read (I hate
reading and this was actually enjoyable) and was able to finish the book in about a week. | would
recommend it for anyone that is interested in learning or taking introductory philosophy courses,

even if this book isn’t required.

Great book... if you're into deep and critical thinking. Definatley not a book you would want to read
for "fun”, unless your a fan of philosophy. This was required reading for my philosophy class. It had
a decent amount of info on various philosophers, but at times the material became a bit heavy.
Thats nothing aganist the author, since the subject matter is rather deep.if youre look for a nicely
priced book that condenses all the info you could possibly need to know about various philosophers,

than this is your book. | also recieved my book on time.

| enjoyed the book very much. The discussion of Hegelian philosophy brought clarity to a murky
subject and Sartre’s work was also well covered. However, | would have spent a bit more on the
Scottish Enlightenment by including a discussion Adam Smith’s views on the source of ethics. In
addition, | would have added more on Anglo-American philosophy - pragmatism was not really
covered.

Great! i got this for rmy ohiosophy class! i recommend.

Nice book.

Good book. Im in college.



This book is an excellent and very readable treatise of philosophy, highly thought provoking,
historical and entertaining. | am currently on my fourth reading and have come to a deeper

understanding with each. It is a refreshing diversion for a scientist.

A clear and able selection of six top philosophical figures. Very good accounts of Hume and Hegel’s
thought. | wish it had expanded more on the contemporary scene since such a brief account leaves
out a lot of information, details and nuances of this period. Recommended as an introduction for

those with little knowledge of the field.
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